
MINUTES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND WORKFORCE SERVICES
INTERIM COMMITTEE
Wednesday, August 21, 2019|1:15 p.m.|450 State Capitol

Members Present:
Sen. Daniel McCay, Chair
Rep. Mike Winder, Chair
Sen. Jacob L. Anderegg
Sen. Derek L. Kitchen
Sen. Ann Millner
Sen. Jerry W. Stevenson
Rep. Patrice M. Arent
Rep. James A. Dunnigan
Rep. Suzanne Harrison
Rep. Carol Spackman Moss
Rep. Derrin R. Owens

Rep. Susan Pulsipher
Rep. Marc K. Roberts
 
Members Absent:
Rep. Francis D. Gibson
Rep. Stephen G. Handy
Rep. A. Cory Maloy
 
Staff Present:
Ms. Julie Humberstone, Policy Analyst
Mr. Peter Asplund, Associate General Counsel
Ms. Leila Reynolds, Administrative Assistant

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

Chair Winder called the meeting to order at 1:47 p.m.

1 . Committee Business

MOTION: Sen. Anderegg moved to approve the minutes from June 19, 2019. The motion passed with a vote
of 7 - 0 - 9.

Yeas-7 Nays-0 Absent-9
Sen. J. Anderegg
Rep. P. Arent
Rep. J. Dunnigan
Rep. S. Harrison
Rep. D. Owens
Rep. S. Pulsipher
Rep. M. Winder

Rep. F. Gibson
Rep. S. Handy
Sen. D. Kitchen
Rep. A. Maloy
Sen. D. McCay
Sen. A. Millner
Rep. C. Moss
Rep. M. Roberts
Sen. J. Stevenson

2 . Workforce Overview

Greg Paras, Deputy Director, Department of Workforce Services, and Nate McDonald, Assistant Deputy Director,
Department of Workforce Services, presented on the strengths and weaknesses of the state's current and projected
workforce.

2a & 3a - Workforce Overview (DWS)

The committee asked questions of the presenters.

3 . Apprenticeship Programs

Greg Paras, Deputy Director, Department of Workforce Services, and Nate McDonald, Assistant Deputy Director,
Department of Workforce Services, presented on the state's newly created apprenticeship programs and introduced
the newly appointed Commissioner of Apprenticeship Programs.
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2a & 3a - Workforce Overview (DWS)

The committee asked questions of the presenters.

4 . Community Services Block Grant

Jonathan Hardy, Director of of Housing and Community Development, Department of Workforce Services, and
Rebecca Banner, Assistant Director of Housing and Community Development, Department of Workforce Services,
presented a report on the department's plan related to the community services block grant.

Comments to the presenters by Chair Winder.

5 . Barriers to Workforce Entry: Childcare shortage

Rep. Harrison presented on issues related to the lack of quality affordable childcare, including how it relates to the
state's workforce shortage.

Anna Thomas, Policy Analyst, Voices for Utah Children, spoke to how the lack of quality childcare affects the children
of the state.

Page Checketts, Founder/Executive Director, Utah Childcare Cooperative, presented on solutions for the shortage in
quality childcare.

Rep. Harrison spoke to draft legislation, "Workforce Development Incentives Amendments," which is a refile of 2019
General Session H.B. 333.

6a - Workforce Development Incentives Amendments (2020 General Session Draft Legislation)

6b - White Paper (Utah Child Care Cooperative)

Cory Holdaway, Utah Private Childcare Association, spoke in favor of the draft legislation, both the current draft bill
and the previous 2019 General Session bill.

The committee asked questions of the presenters.

Ben Hart, Deputy Director, Governor's Office of Economic Development, spoke in favor of the draft bill, elaborating
that there are a lot of businesses interested in providing what the bill would incentivize should it pass.

Final comments by Chair Winder and Rep. Harrison.

6 . Utah Cultural Alliance

Crystal Young-Otterstrom, Executive Director, Utah Cultural Alliance, presented a report on the economic impact of
the creative industries in the state.

MOTION: Rep. Arent moved to make Rep. Harrison's draft legislation, “Workforce Development Incentives
Amendments,” a committee bill.

Rep. Roberts requested a clarification on the draft legislation.

Chair Winder ruled on a point of order regarding the motion made by Rep. Arent.
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MOTION: Rep. Arent moved to go back to agenda item #6 to discuss the draft legislation as there was now a
quorum present. The motion passed with a vote of 10 - 0 - 6.

Yeas-10 Nays-0 Absent-6
Rep. P. Arent
Rep. J. Dunnigan
Rep. S. Harrison
Sen. D. Kitchen
Sen. D. McCay
Sen. A. Millner
Rep. D. Owens
Rep. S. Pulsipher
Rep. M. Roberts
Rep. M. Winder

Sen. J. Anderegg
Rep. F. Gibson
Rep. S. Handy
Rep. A. Maloy
Rep. C. Moss
Sen. J. Stevenson

7 . Barriers to Workforce Entry: Childcare shortage

MOTION: Rep. Arent moved to make Rep. Harrison's draft legislation, “Workforce Development Incentives
Amendments,” a committee bill.

Rep. Roberts asked Rep. Harrison clarifying questions regarding the draft legislation.

Rep. Harrison answered questions of the committee regarding the draft legislation.

Peter Asplund clarified a term in the bill for the committee.

Sen. Anderegg explained his reasons for sponsoring the 2019 General Session bill and for supporting the motion to
make the draft legislation a committee bill.

Sen. McCay asked a clarifying question of Rep. Harrison.

Peter Asplund answered Chair McCay on behalf of Rep. Harrison regarding language in the draft legislation.

Sen. McCay expressed his concerns regarding the broad discretionary language in the draft legislation.

Rep. Harrison responded to Sen. McCay's concerns and suggestions.

Peter Asplund made a clarifying comment.

Rep. Harrison responded to Peter Asplund's comments regarding changing language in the draft legislation.

MOTION: Sen. McCay moved to move on to the next item on the agenda and to ask the draft legislation
sponsor to bring the draft legislation back to the committee in a month or two, allowing time to
work on the concerning discretionary language.

Sen. Anderegg spoke to the motion, clarifying the intent of the motion regarding the discretionary language and
indicating his preference for keeping the discretionary language in the draft legislation in order to constrain what the
Governor's Office of Economic Development can do and simply striking the line. Sen. Anderegg spoke against Sen.
McCay's motion to move on to the next item on the agenda.

Rep. Dunnigan spoke in support of clarifying the discretionary language in the draft legislation.

Rep. Owens spoke in support of the motion made by Sen. McCay to clarify the language of the draft legislation and
bring the draft legislation back to the committee at a later date.

Page 3 of 5



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND WORKFORCE SERVICES INTERIM
COMMITTEE August 21, 2019

Rep. Harrison responded to Rep. Owens' questions.

Rep. Owens reiterated his support for clarifying language in the draft legislation and for the motion to move on to the
next agenda item and to bring the draft legislation back to the committee at a later date.

Rep. Arent asked Rep. Harrison a question regarding clarifying information she received from Governor's Office of
Economic Development regarding the language.

Rep. Dunnigan called the question on the motion.

Rep. Dunnigan made a point of order.

MOTION: Chair Winder ruled on the point of order and took a vote on the motion to call the question. The
motion passed with a vote of 11 - 0 - 5.

Yeas-11 Nays-0 Absent-5
Sen. J. Anderegg
Rep. P. Arent
Rep. J. Dunnigan
Rep. S. Harrison
Sen. D. Kitchen
Sen. D. McCay
Sen. A. Millner
Rep. D. Owens
Rep. S. Pulsipher
Rep. M. Roberts
Rep. M. Winder

Rep. F. Gibson
Rep. S. Handy
Rep. A. Maloy
Rep. C. Moss
Sen. J. Stevenson

MOTION: Sen. McCay moved to move on to the next agenda item and to bring the draft legislation back
at another committee meeting to allow time for cleaning up of language that would clarify intent
regarding the discretionary allowance to the Governor's Office of Economic Development. The
motion passed with a vote of 11 - 1 - 4.

Yeas-11 Nays-1 Absent-4
Sen. J. Anderegg
Rep. P. Arent
Rep. J. Dunnigan
Rep. S. Harrison
Sen. D. McCay
Sen. A. Millner
Rep. D. Owens
Rep. S. Pulsipher
Rep. M. Roberts
Sen. J. Stevenson
Rep. M. Winder

Sen. D. Kitchen Rep. F. Gibson
Rep. S. Handy
Rep. A. Maloy
Rep. C. Moss

Rep. Arent summarized the reasons for her original motion to make the draft legislation a committee bill.

8 . Barriers to Workforce Entry: Family leave policies

Rep. Elizabeth Weight, presented on draft legislation, "Family Leave Amendments," which makes changes to the
2019 General Session H.B. 442.

7a - Parental Leave Amendments (2020 General Session Draft Legislation)

The committee asked questions of Rep. Weight.
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MOTION: Rep. Roberts moved to adjourn. The motion passed with a vote of 9 - 0 - 7.

Yeas-9 Nays-0 Absent-7
Sen. J. Anderegg
Rep. P. Arent
Rep. J. Dunnigan
Rep. S. Harrison
Sen. D. Kitchen
Sen. D. McCay
Rep. M. Roberts
Sen. J. Stevenson
Rep. M. Winder

Rep. F. Gibson
Rep. S. Handy
Rep. A. Maloy
Sen. A. Millner
Rep. C. Moss
Rep. D. Owens
Rep. S. Pulsipher

The committee adjourned at 3:56 p.m.
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